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While dealing with the sthalapurana of Srirangam, the
stoiy as to how the Pranavakara Sriranga vimanam which was
gifted by God to Vibhishana got fixed at Srirangam on the banks
of Kaveri was related. Even then God had told Vibhishana
that he had promised Kaveri in response to her prayers that
he would come and reside on her banks and ensure that she is
regarded as more holy than Ganges. It was the boon granted to
Kaveri at Tiruchcherai that was fulfilled at Srirangam.
There is yet another interesting story connected with this
place. This has no puranic authority. But is very popular widely
related Karnaparampara katha i.e.   a story related through
successive generations by word of mouth. But it has a certain
connection with the existing state of affairs in the temple* It is
therefore worthwhile to relate this story also. It is said that once
upon a time, Alagiya Manavala Nayaka was ruling at Tanjore.
He was engaged in the construction of Jtey agopalaswamy temple
at Mannargudi in Tanjore District. Due to non-availability of
the special type of stones required for constructing the temple
in Tanjore District, the king made alternative arrangements to
have the stones carted from outside the district. But unknown
to the king, his minister by name Narasa Bhoopalan had a special
interest in renovating the Saranatha temple at Tiruchcherai. He
therefore ordered that one stone from each cart of stones meant
for the Mannargudi temple be off-loaded at Tiruchcherai. By
this small diversion, Narasa Bhoopalan was able to renovate the
Tiruchcherai temple completely. But as happens usually, this
unauthorised diversion was duly reported to the king. The king
decided to investigate the truth of this allegation* He decided
to visit Tiruchcherai himself. Narasa Bhoopalan caine to know
about this proposed visit Immediately, he collected his wits and
decided to win over the king. He knew that the king had great
bakthi towards Rajagopala swami. Hence in the mandapam, in
front of the Tiruchcherai koil, he installed the idols of Rajagopala
swaini with His consorts. The king when he visited this temple
saw to his great surprise that his ishta deivam i.e. favourite deity
was also installed in the temple precincts and that the renovation
work has also provided facilities for his favourite deity. The king
therefore approved of this diversion and sanctioned the entire
expenses for the complete renovation of the temple. Thus, it is
that even today we find a small sannidhi for Rajagopala